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Trends in research and theory in new media
A Qualitative analysis of Scientific researches in refereed journals
Abstract




This study is based on the increased use of the internet and related digital
communication technologies, the ‘new media’, in the daily lives of billions of
people worldwide and the accompanying rise in interest by communication
scholars to evaluate the development, the applications, the uses, and the effects
of these emerging media. The invention of the Internet was the biggest change
in human communication since the advent of television. The publication of new
media research about the new media research continues to increase. The study
introduces an analytical review of an available sample of published articles that
deals with new media and examines the internet and related digital technologies
within the communication discipline. It focus mainly on the developments of
the concepts, applications and theories of the new media. Based on qualitative
and meta-analysis the study define and evaluate four main theoretical concepts
in new media field that are cyberspace, virtual community, interactivity,
hypertext and multimedia. It also traces theories and theoretical approaches
researchers did apply to new media that are agenda setting, uses and
gratifications, diffusion of innovations and knowledge gap. The
mediamorphosis theory was analyzed critically as the main theory in the new
media while the new trends in new media research such as new media
credibility, internet addiction and internet and depression was introduced as
potential areas for theorizing the phenomena of new media.

Key words: New Media — New Media Research — new media theories
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